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are not unworthy of the ordinary rights of citizenship which they have
been claiming all these years? But it is equally true also that the offer
has been made unconditionally, as a matter of simple duty, and irres-
pective of whether there is any redress of the grievances granted or not.
We, therefore, consider it to be the special aim of every- Colonist to sup-
port the Indian community in the offer it has made, and thereby to
show prudence and foresight, for it cannot be seriously argued that
there is any wisdom or statesmanship in blindly refusing to make use
of, for purposes of war, one hundred thousand Indians who are perfectly
loyal, and who are capable of good training.

Indian Opinion, 12-5-1906

335, INDIAN PERMITS
Lord Selborne has now replied to the representations of the British
Indian Association on the working of the Permit Ordinance. The Asso-
ciation has sent in a further representation, traversing some of the facts
and arguments contained in His Excellency's reply. We cannot help
saying that Lord Selborne's reply is most disappointing. The Manga
case has been fully dealt with by the Association in its reply.1 We need
not, therefore, comment any further upon the curious reason given for
refusing Mr. Manga's application for a permit.
It is evident, from Lord Selborne's letter, that the age limit has been
reduced arbitrarily from sixteen to twelve, for, as the Association has
pointed out, evasion of the regulations by some people could be no
ground for reduction of the age limit. But where utter want of regard for
the feelings of Indians has been shown is in connection with separate
permits being required for wives accompanying their husbands. This
is an innovation which has absolutely no justification for it. The anti-
Asiatic party has never said one word regarding the influx of Indian
women. There are, as is well known, very few Indian women in the
Transvaal, and they do not in any way compete in trade. Their work
is confined solely to looking after their households. We must, therefore,
frankly confess that we were not prepared for the reply that Lord Sel-
borne has given regarding separate permits for wives. Is it anew dis-
covery that "all persons in the Transvaal, irrespective of age or sex,
are required under the Peace Preservation Ordinance to obtain permits5' ?
If it is not, why have Indian women not been called upon hitherto to
produce any permits? Why have Indian children been exempted until
recently from having to carry any permits?
And, as the Association points out, the Peace Preservation Ordinance
is not by any means universally applied, in that European ladies and
children under sixteen years are free from having to obtain or carry
l Vide pp. 309-10.